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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: A safe sanitary treating agent, containing dehydroacetic acid or a salt thereof 
and trimethyl or benzyl surfactant, capable of preventing the unpleasant smell due to the 
staining of clothing of footwear, and having the antimicrobial and antifungal activity. 

CONSTITUTION: A sanitary treating agent containing at least one of dehydroacetic acid 
or a salt thereof and a trimethyl or benzyl surfactant of formulalor II (R is alkyl; X is 
halogen) as active constituent. The resultant sanitary treating agent exhibits improved 
antimicrobial and antifungal activity due to the synergistic effect of the two constituents. 
The agent is capable of preventing the unpleasant smell caused by the sweat, dirt, etc. 
and inhibits the growth of bacteria and molds by treating clothing, footwear, etc. to be in 
contact with the human skin. The agent is usually dissolved or dispersed in water or 
another solvent, and applied to underwear, socks, etc. by means of spraying, dipping, etc., 
and the dried product is worn. 
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